






ATTENDANCE

Attendance Overview
Regular and punctual class attendance is integral to a student’s personal development and achievement. Educational
research shows a direct correlation between regular attendance and success in school. Colorado Compulsory
Attendance law requires regular attendance for every child from the ages of six through 16 years of age and parents,
guardians, and legal custodians of these students are obligated by state law to ensure the child’s attendance.

Expeditionary Learning requires regular attendance and significant student participation on a daily basis. It is incredibly
difficult for students who miss school frequently to be successful here at Renaissance. The collaborative nature of
project-based learning means that every time a student comes into a class late, or leaves a class early, it affects the
learning of everyone in that classroom. Students who are not interested in attending school regularly are strongly
encouraged to consider whether our crew based, collaborative, project-based learning is an appropriate fit.

A student is considered “habitually truant” under state law if the student has the equivalent of 4 or more days of
unexcused absences in one month or the equivalent of 10 or more days of unexcused absences in a school year. A
student is considered “chronically absent” when absent 10 percent or more of the days enrolled in the public school
year during the school year; all absences are included - unexcused, excused, and suspensions.

Renaissance Secondary School Attendance Policy
● Absences are defined as missing school for any reason; periods of absence exceeding four days in one month

or 10 days during the school year require completion of the Absence Excusal Request Form.
● Students arriving late or leaving early require the following for excusal:

○ A parent must call the Attendance Line or provide a written note.
○ If arriving late a student must sign in and obtain a pass from the front office.
○ If leaving early a student must sign out at the front desk.

● Advisory is an assigned class and is considered in overall attendance.
● For purposes of enforcement, five tardies will be equivalent to one unexcused absence in each class.
● Open campus applies ONLY to lunch periods for 10th, 11th, and 12th grade students.
● A student must be present at school for greater than 50% of the assigned school day, which includes

Advisement, in order to participate in after school rehearsals, performances, practices, and competitions.
● Any student who is absent for 10 unexcused days total in one school year may be considered truant under

Colorado law. In these instances, Renaissance will meet with the parents to consider whether or not
Renaissance is the best choice for that student.

Excused Absences
Excused absences are those resulting from:

● temporary or extended illness or injury
● physical, mental, or emotional disability
● family emergencies
● absences excused by the principal or designee through the Absence Excusal Request Form
● absences pursuant to school release permits under District policy JGD
● absences which occur when a student is in custody of a court or law enforcement authority
● absences due to suspension or expulsion
● any other absence approved by administration, including fieldwork and extracurricular early release
● If a student is in out-of-home placement as defined by C.R.S. 22-32-138(1) (e), absences due to court

appearances and participation in court-ordered activities shall be excused.

Absences that do not meet these criteria will be considered unexcused. After four days of absence in one month or 10
days during the school year, all absences will require completion of the Absence Excusal Request Form. To be
considered excused, the school must concur with the parent that the reason for the absence and/or tardy is valid.

Parents may not excuse students from class because they are not prepared or because they need to do work for
another class. Parents may not excuse students from class because they overslept. Only parents and legal guardians
may call to excuse a student.

https://forms.gle/pJUxg6hroUD3oM2F8
https://forms.gle/pJUxg6hroUD3oM2F8
https://forms.gle/pJUxg6hroUD3oM2F8


Students who are excused must leave school grounds.

Students with excused absences are responsible for contacting their teachers before or immediately upon return to
school in order to collect work missed during their absence. Students should use teacher websites and email to obtain
assignments while absent.

Unexcused Absences
Unexcused absences are those for reasons that, with or without knowledge and approval of the parent, are not
acceptable to administration. These include, but are not limited to:

● Absences from a single period or multiple periods without parent notification by note or phone
● Absences where appropriate reporting did not occur within 48 hours
● Absences where the parent and school did not grant permission for the absence

Students with unexcused absences are responsible for work missed and are expected to complete the work for their
own benefit upon return to school.

Behavioral consequences for unexcused absences can include, but are not limited to: required attendance at academic
advisement and/or detention as a demonstration of the student’s intention to progress toward graduation.

Each teacher will establish a classroom policy regarding the acceptance of late work as a result of unexcused absence.

Absence Notification
Parents are required to notify the Renaissance of any absence, late arrival, or early departure. A parent or guardian
must call the Attendance Line within 48 hours of an absence in order to provide an appropriate excusal. The call MUST
include a reason for absence or departure.

● Any message that does not contain a reason for absence will be considered unexcused.
● Any absence not phoned in within 48 hours will be considered and remain recorded as unexcused.

If arriving late or leaving early with an appropriate excusal:
● A parent must call the Attendance Line or provide a written note. If excusing after 1pm each day, the parent

must enter the building to sign the student out.
● A student must obtain a pass from the front office and must sign in or out.
● Any violation of these procedures will result in a recorded unexcused absence or tardy.

Academic Sanctions
In accordance with state law and DCSD policy, students may be denied credit for a course if, in the estimation of the
teacher and Renaissance Secondary administration, the student has missed so much class that he or she will not be
able to meet academic standards of the course.

Teachers or administrators may initiate this process once a student has reached:
● 6 period absences in a course in any given term.
● 12 period absences in a course in any given semester.
● 24 period absences in a course in any given year.

Teachers and an administrator will contact parents and students regarding any concerns about attendance prior to
initiating this process.

ATTENDANCE LINE
720.689.6121

attendance@rensec.org

Picking up your student early?
Please call the office 5-10 minutes ahead of

time to have your student ready to go.
720.689.6120

mailto:attendance@rensec.org


CARLINE INFORMATION

DROP-OFF
● Drop-off begins at 8:40 am; supervision begins at 8:30 am
● Please pull your car ALL of the way up to the car in front of you before letting your student(s) exit the car
● Stay in your lane to exit the campus; please wait for the car in front of you to finish unloading

​
PICK-UP

● Please plan to pick up your child promptly after school, as no supervision is provided
○ Middle school students are dismissed at 4:25pm
○ High school students are dismissed at 4:25 pm

● Heavy car and foot traffic should be expected out of the campus between 3:40 pm and 4:10 pm due to
Renaissance Elementary dismissal

○ Renaissance Elementary parents utilize the Renaissance Secondary lanes and traffic circle for carline
○ If you need to pick up a student between 3:40pm and 4:10pm, please plan ahead to park and walk ​

● Cars may line up and allow students to load ANYWHERE along the curb; the center lane must remain open to
traffic flow

● Pull forward as cars in front of you leave
● Once your child is in the car, you may pull into the center lane to exit
● We encourage parents and students to communicate location via text if possible, after school hours
● Pull forward as cars in front of you leave

​
OTHER NOTES

● Please follow direction from staff and volunteers
● Use the designated crosswalks
● Please DO NOT ENTER the Secondary campus from the Early Childhood Center parking lot
● Please be sure to use ONLY the right lane to exit the Renaissance campuses onto Trail Boss Lane - there are

two incoming lanes



CARPOOL

Renaissance Secondary School is pleased to partner with Schoolpool, a free program to make it easier to get to
school and activities through carpooling.

Why consider carpooling? Carpooling has a number of different benefits for Renaissance Secondary School.
​

● It helps YOU: Carpooling helps share the load of transporting kids to and from school and after-school activities.
● It helps our school: Carpooling eases congestion on the road and around our school campus, creating a safer

environment for students walking and biking.
● It helps our community: Carpooling is a way to meet nearby families who attend our school and get more

connected to our school community.
​

Signing up for Schoolpool is free, easy, and secure! There is no cost to participate. Your information will only be shared
with families from our school. To maintain the highest level of privacy and security, Renaissance Secondary School’s
registration link is unique to families attending our school.
​
How do I participate? It’s simple!

1. Go to https://mywaytogo.org/s/schoolpool-renaissaead23 and create an account and enter your address or
intersection.

○ Pro-tip: Use a computer. While it works on a smartphone and tablet, there is more functionality on a
computer.

2. Add comments to indicate interest, such as “can provide morning rides in exchange for afternoon rides,”
“student is in after-school activities,” or “looking for a walk buddy in the mornings.”

3. Find and contact interested families.

Here are some tips from carpooling experts to help you be successful:
● Get acquainted—contact the parents on your list and arrange a get-together prior to your first day carpooling.
● Exchange important information and emergency contacts.
● Decide on a schedule: How many days a week will you travel to/from school together? Who’s driving on which

days? What if a parent needs to switch a day?
● Plan ahead and be on time.
● Establish a back-up plan.
● Set ground rules.
● Have fun!

The more families that register, the more likely you are to find good matches. Even if your family doesn’t need a ride,
consider signing up to drive other students. Your participation builds a stronger community for Renaissance Secondary
School.

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://mywaytogo.org/s/schoolpool-renaissaead23__;!!EGopUXURJw!nH9-uRIbzBse5mCTWD6yErZRKtY32nnrMF-2TOWDpL4ax17b2Rfb79tm4sHWoJnHPvdfm1J0Ny4CBT2ETSjd$


FEES

The unique and innovative programming at Renaissance Secondary requires additional funding in the form of student
fees. Renaissance utilizes a once per year flat fee of $1,200 toward educational program needs*. Fees are due in full
on the first day of school.

These family contributions help offset the costs of programming, including:

● Adventure Education program (transportation, staff, equipment, etc.)
● Instructional Supplies (tools and materials, etc.)
● Field work (transportation, activity costs, etc.)
● Technology
● Books

Student fees are due no later than the first day of school and are non-refundable once the school year begins.
*Out-of-state fieldwork and some other travel opportunities will require additional parent contributions.

FINANCIAL AID

Families who qualify for free or reduced price meals may be eligible for financial aid awards for school fees.

Income Eligibility Guidelines

● Families who qualify for reduced price meals are eligible for up to 50% waiver of fees.
● Families who qualify for free meals are eligible for up to 100% waiver of fees, with a suggested contribution of

5%.
● RSS Financial Aid Eligibility guidelines will be updated annually based on income eligibility guidelines provided

by the U.S. Department of Agriculture at www.fns.usad.gov.
● Families who demonstrate extenuating circumstances of financial hardship may be eligible for student fee

waivers on an individual basis.

Please visit www.myschoolapps.com to complete the application.

Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) - Technology Reminder

To fully participate in the classroom learning environment, each student must bring a minimum of a Chromebook-level
device with them each day. Students should bring their device fully charged each day along with the charger. The
device must be able to connect to the student Wi-Fi. Students will use their devices to access and save information from
the Internet, collaborate with other students and teachers, and utilize productivity tools, such as Google Classroom and
Infinite Campus. High School math students also need a TI-84 Plus Graphing Calculator.

Renaissance Secondary School has a limited number of Chromebooks and graphing calculators available to students
under our Financial Aid program. Devices issued by the school are Renaissance Secondary School property and are
issued on a per school year basis. If you believe your family may qualify for a loaner device, you can complete the
request form on the RSS website: https://www.renaissancesecondary.org/forms

http://www.myschoolapps.com/
http://www.myschoolapps.com
https://www.renaissancesecondary.org/forms


GRADES AND CONFERENCES

Standards-Based Grading at Renaissance Secondary

How does standard based grading differ from traditional grading?
Standards-based grading measures a student’s mastery of a grade-level or subject standards
by prioritizing the most recent, consistent level of performance. In standards-based grading, a
student’s mastery of an academic concept is separated from a student’s work habits. In standards
based grading, later assignments may be weighted more than earlier assignments as students
demonstrate their progress toward mastery.

Where to find grades and attendance information?

Listening Conferences (Beginning of the School Year)

These conferences are designed to allow parents/guardians and advisors an opportunity to lay the
groundwork for a successful year by building a safe and welcoming community. Advisors and
parents/guardians can get to know each other individually, setting the tone for collaboration and allowing
advisors an important first glimpse at family priorities. To make Listening Conferences as productive as
possible, they are for parents/guardians and advisors only.

This is a special opportunity for your child’s advisor to listen to you.

Fall Collective Conferences

In this hybrid approach to conferencing, your child will be expected to discuss his/her/their own progress and
challenges so far this year. This process is critical for students as they learn to be more reflective, to talk
about themselves as learners, and to take ownership in their learning. The role of the teacher in this
conference is to bring insight, ideas and strategy suggestions to the table. We will also answer questions and
offer timely and relevant feedback towards the child’s progress.
- Your role in this conference is to listen, celebrate successes, ask questions, and discuss next steps in a goal
oriented way. In our experience, anytime we bring families to the table with students in the lead, the resulting
conversations help spark motivation and stamina for our learners in the weeks following--a powerful result for
sure.

Spring Student Portfolio

Renaissance strives to empower students to be leaders of their own learning; Spring Portfolio Presentations
are a great opportunity to do so!

These presentations take the form of student-led, Advisor supported conversations, which provide an
opportunity for students to prepare, reflect on, and discuss evidence of their learning and growth by way of
student portfolios. These meetings differ from traditional parent-teacher conversations in that they place
students at the helm of teacher-supported discussions with families about student progress and learning.








